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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

200

Name(s) of African providing account:

Rafael Mina

Date account recorded:

1830

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation or last update:

20 September 2021

Source:
English translation of his statement printed on p. 130-131 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 130:
Statement of Rafael Mina, thirty years old, single. . . . he could not identify the person or persons
who wounded him because, besides the many white men confronting him, just as the dispute
began he received a blow to the head that bled profusely and impaired his vision. He was sure
that he was struck by a machete de cinta [long blade with a shell-shaped scabbard]. The incident
came about because the previous Sunday, at about three in the afternoon, he went off to a garden
plot to
p. 131:
eat some mangoes. When he returned to the courtyard, the administrator Don Manuel de Montes
directed the contramayoral Mateo Lucumí to put him into the stocks over this trifle. The witness
put up a fight, because the punishment seemed unjustified. Reacting straightaway, the
administrator drew the saber that he had cinched at his waist and gave him three blows with the
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flat part of the broadsword and also sicced a dog on him. The witness defended himself with a
work machete [calabozo] he was holding. Straightaway, he fled, along with his fellow slaves
Juan Bautista, Ceferino, and Felipe, making for the fenced paddock on La Leyva. They all
intended to ask Don Francisco de Paula Sánchez for the paperwork to look for new masters,
which he had in his possession. They did just this, making their request as they prostrated
themselves before him. He consoled them, telling them that he would write to their mistress
asking that she grant their request. With this, they all left, except for Felipe, who promptly
returned to the cafetal. The others waited by the pigeon coop for the promised arrangements to
be made. They remained there until the next day when, at around four in the afternoon, some
eleven men appeared. They had spent the night there and some others arrived just then. They
sicced a number of dogs they had with them on the men. This was why they had to use their
work machetes, so as not to be overrun by the dogs. In view of this, the men fell upon them with
their machetes, leaving them in the state in which they were found …. He had no quarrel with
anyone, nor had there been any instigation by a third party. He did what he did because he had
worked here, on this plantation, for ten years now, just like his fellow slaves, and they were not
so much as given small plots or access to any resource whatsoever that would permit them to
come by anything, as slaves everywhere else were allowed to do. Nor were they free to enjoy
privileges customarily given to slaves on other establishments, such as not being forced to sleep
under lock and key. So, what he wanted was to look for the means to be free of so much
oppression …”
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